128      Law relating to Fornicotion (lino) in the Is/amic Legal System     [Ch.-IV
The Qur'an requires the men folk to ask anything of the
women folk from behind a curtain:
"And when ye ask of them (the wives of the Prophet)
anything ask it of them behind a curtain).75
Qur'an further directs the inmates even not to enter into
private apartments all of a sudden without any signs of alarm and
prior permission so that they may not see others in a state in which
they ought not to see them:
"0 ye who believe! Let your slaves, and those of you
who have not come to puberty, ask leave of you at
three times (before they come into your presence):
Before the prayer of dawn, and when ye lay aside
your raiment for the heat of noon and after the
prayer of night: Three times of privacy for you. It is
no sin for them or for you at other times, when
some of you go round attendant upon others (if they
come into your presence without leave). Thus Allah
maketh clear the revelations for you. Allah is knower,
wise."76
The purpose behind these injunctions is to safeguard the
house-wives from the sight of the strangers. That is the reason why
the Prophet once said:
"If a person peeps into the house of another without
permission, the house owner have right to injure his eye
and take away his eye sight.77
These orders apply mutatis mutandis to the house-hold
servants. Fathima once gave her child to Bilal and Anas from
behind the curtain, though they were both the close associates and
serving boys of the Prophet.78
75.     Qur'an 33:53.
76.     Qur'an 24:58.
77.     Muslim Ch. Tahrimun Nazn Tibait.
78.     Fatahul Quadeer cited Abul Ala Moudadi, lParda\ o.p.cit, p.318.